
As we are walking to our first location on the Ghost Walk, just let me give you a little 
backstory on the town of Pikeville which use to be called Piketon. Pikeville if you look at it from 
above is encompassed by a bowl shape; this makes flooding extremely bad at times even when 
you think that flooding should not occur. The saying with old timers is that the old spirits of 
Pikeville use this as a way to wash away the progress of the town that they do not like. This is 
there way of keeping thing more like it was when they were living in Pikeville.  
 
Stop #1- The Pikeville City Park 
 

James Abram Garfield (November 19, 1831 – September 19, 1881) was the 
20th President of the United States, serving from March 4, 1881, until his assassination 
later that year. Garfield had served nine terms in the House of Representatives, and 
had been elected to the Senate before his candidacy for the White House, though he 
declined the Senate seat once he was elected president. He is the only sitting House 
member to be elected president.[1] Garfield opposed Confederate secession, served as 
a major general in the Union Army during the American Civil War, and fought in the 
battles of Middle Creek, Shiloh, and Chickamauga.  
Our focus is going to be on the Battle of Middle Creek which happened just down the 
road at the Middle Creek Battlefield in Prestonsburg, KY. Because of Garfield's efforts in 
holding off the confederate forces at this battle led by General Humphrey Marshall; 
Garfield was swore to Brigadier General right here in Piketon (PIkeville) at the Ratliff Inn 
that was located where this park is now was owned by Ann Ratliff’s (Col. John Dil’s Jr.) 
relatives.  You will learn about Col. John Dil’s in just a few minutes. 
 
* Show picture of Ratliff Inn* 
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Residents of Pikeville claim that on a dark and stormy night when the fog rolls into town 
that you can see Col. Garfield’s regiment down by where there the river use to be still on guard 
waiting for the next attack from Confederate forces. 

An interesting fact about the troops who fought underneath Col. Garfield is that many of 
them were African American, which was uncommon during the time even being a Union 
regiment.  
 
 
 
#2 Still at Pikeville City Park 
 

Another former president who has ties to Pikeville is Henry Ford. He was 
instrumental in bringing the railroad through Pikeville which helped to build the industry 
in the town to foster growth for the town. *POINT TOWARDS ROASTED WHERE THE 
OLD RAILROAD DEPOT USE TO BE!!!!****  
 



 
 
 

Former President Ford was in Pikeville so much that he even had a mistress over 
towards Belfry, KY in what is now known as the community of Stone. The historic RED 
ROBIN buildings that included a movie theatre were built for Henry Ford to entertain his 
mistress when he was in town. 
 
 
 
# 3- Expo Center Billy Johnson Stage 
 

 If you are familiar with the Billy Johnson Stage area, their use to be a hotel that 
sit where some of the outdoor stage area is now. This hotel was known as the Hatcher 
Hotel. The Hatcher Hotel was constructed of fire-proof brick, structural clay tile, and 
concrete floor and was the "social capital" of the local community during its hay-day. 
The construction on the building began in the late 1920's by James Hatcher but due to 
difficult economic times it was not completed until August 1931.  The hotel had 106 



guest rooms, all equipped with ice-cold running water, and was visited by First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt on July 3, 1934.  A small museum was in one room of the famous 
reception area, displaying, among other things, an iron lung, the newest piece of 
medical technology of its day. The hotel was advertised as being fireproof, and offered 
guests the security of being able to “sleep in safety.” Also on display in the lobby was 
James Hatcher’s own casket, which he had specially crafted years prior to his death. 
This coffin was special. It latched on the inside and had to be sealed with a special tool 
that would then be pulled out when the body was buried. James Hatcher had a severe 
phobia of being buried alive. Most of the artifacts dealt with death and mortality in the 
lobby of the hotel as he had been fascinated by this for years. It was even said that he 
performed sayances in one of the back corners of the hotel lobby trying to contact his 
deceased parents and learn the secrets of the afterlife!  
Later on in our Ghost Walk we will also encounter Octavia Hatcher who was James’s 
wife! 
 
* Show picture of Hatcher hotel from the 1920’s and a picture of it right before the 
majority of it was tore down for the Expo Center!* 
 
You will learn a few more interesting facts about the EXPO Center when we come back 
for our Paranormal Investigation!!! 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
4th Location- Old Pike County Courthouse 
 
 
Randolph Mccoy 
 
 

Randolph "Randall" or "Ole Ran'l" McCoy (October 30, 1825 – March 28, 1914)[1] was the 
patriarch of the McCoy clan involved in the infamous American Hatfield–McCoy feud. During the 
almost thirty-year feud with the Hatfield clan under their patriarch Devil Anse Hatfield, Randolph 
would lose five of his children to the violence. Randolph McCoy married his first cousin, Sarah 
"Sally" McCoy (born 1829; died in the 1890s), daughter of Samuel McCoy and Elizabeth Davis, on 
December 9, 1849 in Pike County, Kentucky. They had 17 children together. His most prominent 
child is Roseanna McCoy, most known for her relationship with Johnse Hatfield, with whom they had 
a daughter, Sarah Elizabeth.During the American Civil War, the feud leaders from both families were 
staunchly pro-Confederate, and Randolph himself served in the 45th Virginia Infantry Battalion 

Confederate Army during the opening years of the war and was a POW from 1863 to 1865.[2][3] He 
later returned to Kentucky. However, Randolph's younger brother, Asa Harmon McCoy, enlisted in 

the Union Army as "Asa H McCay" in Co E of the 45th Kentucky Infantry USA.[4] He was discharged 
from the Union Army on December 24, 1864 after suffering a broken leg, and returned home. Soon 
after his return, Jim Vance, uncle of Devil Anse Hatfield, and a member of the "Logan Wildcats" 
militia put Asa Harmon on notice that they (the Wildcats) would soon be paying him, "a visit." Asa 
Harmon McCoy tried to escape by hiding out in a local cave, but was tracked to his hideout and 
killed. No charges were ever filed but it was widely known that Vance and members of Hatfield's 
Wildcats were directly responsible for his death. 

In the late 1870s, Devil Anse Hatfield was involved in a land dispute with Randolph McCoy's cousin, 
Perry Cline, over a 5,000 acre tract of land that both held title to. Hatfield eventually brought a civil 
suit against Cline. Hatfield won in what was seen by the McCoys as a Hatfield-friendly court. 
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In the fall of 1878, Randolph "Randall" McCoy brought charges against Floyd Hatfield for stealing 
one of his hogs. This allegation was a very serious offense at the time, as hogs were extremely 
valuable to the farming economy. Due to the statements made by Bill Staton, who was related to 
both families, the case was decided in favor of the Hatfields. The ruling further inflamed the feud, as 
Randolph McCoy viewed the outcome as unfair. Later, brothers Sam and Paris McCoy were 
accused, tried, and acquitted of the death of Staton when the judge ruled Staton's death an act of 
self-defense by the McCoy brothers. 

Randall's daughter Roseanna McCoy romanced "Johnse" Hatfield and later became pregnant with 
Johnson's child. Upon learning of the affair, Randolph became extremely upset and disowned her. 
Roseanna, unwanted by both families, moved in with her uncle Uriah and "Aunt Betty" Elizabeth 
(Rutherford) McCoy. Johnse later married Roseanna's cousin, Nancy McCoy. Roseanna's baby died 
before her first birthday and the abandoned Roseanna died at the age of 29. 

The peak of the feuding occurred when three of Randolph's sons (Roseanna's brothers) killed 
Ellison Hatfield, brother of Devil Anse, on election day in 1882. Devil Anse retaliated for the killing of 
his brother by executing, without trial, Tolbert (b. 1854), Pharmer (b. 1863) and Randolph Jr. (b. 
1864), three sons of Randolph McCoy near present-day Matewan, West Virginia. 

These acts were what is considered to be the start of the Feud between the two warring families.  
The death of Randolph McCoy was quite uneventful and occurred several years after the feud had 
ended while he was living in Pikeville. Randolph McCoy died at the age of 88 after he was severely 
burned from a cooking fire. Can you imagine a man who has withstood countless barbaric attacks 
from the Hatfield Clan making a mistake and falling head first into a cooking fire?? 
 
If anyone would like to see Mr. McCoy’s house it is on main street where the Italian restaurant 
Chirico’s is located. 
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#5 Dils Cemetery- Randolph McCoy/Sarah McCoy/Roseanna McCoy 
 
 
 
Col. John Dils 
 
 
John Dils Jr and his family have created a legacy in Pikeville that few can match! This 
statement will become more prevalent to you as we continue on this walk! 
The Dils family came from Blennerhassett Island in Parkersburg, WV; this island in 
West Virginia. Harman Blennerhassett was born into Irish Royalty and left the safety of 
this type of life to influence many aspects of living in the frontier. After the fall of 
Blennerhassett Island the Dils family acquired the royal tutor to teach the Dils Children 
many of the lessons of the island. 



When John first move to Pikeville the town was actually known as Piketon, and was a 
newly formed town that was struggling to find its niche to become a leader in The Big 
Sandy Area. Mr. Dils was one of the most powerful citizens in Pikeville and was an 
integral part of setting up river boat trade on both the Levisa River and The Big Sandy.  
Shortly after moving to Piketon; Mr. Dils married Ann Ratliff, the daughter of General 
William Ratliff another powerful citizen in the community. 

When the Civil War was ravaging our country John Dils Jr. was petitioned by the 
citizens of Pikeville and Frankfort to create a militia to protect the The Big Sandy. 
Frankfort leaders made Mr. Dils a leader and subsequently a colonel of the 39th infantry 
in Pikeville. Mr. Dils used a lot of his own resources to keep the 39th going including 
feeding them as well as providing them with horses. Col. Dils and his regime was 
successful in protecting the Big Sandy area from being captured by the Confederacy. 
However due to spies in the area, some even within his wifes own family, he was sent a 
letter stating that he had been dishonorably discharged due to practices that he was 
employing during the war. Mr. Dils felt he was set-up by these spies to be able to control 
the area.  

After recovering from numerous injuries incurred while being Cornol of the 
39th, Mr. Dils went to work rebuilding his business and repairing relationships damaged 
during the Civil War. 

Col. Dils was a very progressive man for these times, he did not believe in 
slavery and this was why he was a Union supporter and even allowed 
African-Americans to serve in the 39th infantry. He was also a part of the underground 
railroad, allowing slaves to travel to freedom hidden on his river barges. It is said that he 
was directly commissioned by President Abraham Lincoln to do this. He was a huge 
proponent for creating an education system in Pikeville, and would even take in 
orphaned children to take care of them and educate them to have better lives. One of 
these orphans would be Perry Cline who many of you may know was an important 
person in the Hatfield and McCoy feud. Whom Col. Dils would later work with to help put 
an end to the Hatfield and Mccoy Feud. 

 
Other famous residents who are buried in the Dils Cemetery is Randolph McCoy, 

his wife Sarah as well as his Daughter Roseanna McCoy. The specific reason that 
Randolph picked the location of Dils Cemetery to bury his wife and daughter was that 
he could go out onto his porch every day and look across the river and be a caretaker 
over there graves.  

 
 

Dils Cemetery Unusual Facts 



 
Now as for the Dils Cemetery itself, it was of course named after Col. John Dils 

Jr. and is the final resting place for several participants involved in the Hatfield and 
McCoy Feud. But it is also the first racially integrated cemetery in eastern kentucky. The 
headstones without names that look like rocks is where African-American slaves are 
said to be buried. There is also a plaque erected that has the names of the known 
African Americans that are buried here. 

Having done private paranormal investigations at this cemetery in the past; 
shadow people has been seen traveling from headstome to headstone or tree to tree,  
 
 



 
 
 

#6. Cotton Top Mounts/ Pike Co. Courthouse 
 
 
Now I want you to imagine that you are alive during the Hatfield and McCoy feud 

and that you have heard countless stories of brutality and murder, then comes the final 
straw the murder of Alafa McCoy. Alifair was crippled from polio as a child, Alifair was a 
contributing and beloved member of the McCoy family. Alifair was shot and killed in the 
legendary Hatfield/McCoy "New Years Day Massacre" when the Hatfield clan retaliated 



against the McCoys by burning down their original homeplace. On the first day of the 
new year, the Hatfields and their accomplices set out to finish off the McCoys, 
specifically Ranel McCoy, Sr. in their home. This was a Hatfield move to end a bounty 
placed on the Hatfield's heads over the revenge killings of three of Randolph's sons. 
Tolbert, Pharmer and Bud were shot to death after being strung to paw paw bushes by 
the Hatfields. The Hatfield group that included the leader of the New Year's Massacre, 
Valentine "Wall" Hatfield, Devil Anse's oldest brother, Cotton Top Mounts (the son of 
murdered Hatfield, Ellison), Johnse Hatfield* (Devil Anse's lothario son), Doc D. Mahon 
and Pliant Mahon (brother-in-laws of Wall Hatfield). They set fire to the house to flush 
out the sleeping McCoys. Ranel escaped with his toddler grandson (murdered son, 
Tolbert's child) into the woods and away from the scene. Calvin "Cal" McCoy was shot 
as he ran out to defend the family home and was killed immediately. Alifair and her 
siblings had tried to extinguish the fire with what water and liquids were inside, even 
buttermilk, in a desperate attempt to save the home. She had rushed to the water pump 
to retrieve more water and was shot dead. Their mother, Sarah, had gone to Alifar's 
side and was left barely alive with a crushed skull, some sources claiming Bad Jim 
Vance, Devil Anse's uncle with this horrific deed. All of Ranel McCoy's buildings: his 
home, outhouses, barn, storage sheds, were burned to the ground. 

All of these men were tried here in Pikeville, seven of them were given life 
sentences in jail, while ELLISON was sentenced to death by hanging, as he was 
thought to have been the assailant of Alifair due to a confession. 
 

Now I want you to imagine having a mental disability and being coerced into 
doing things that you would not normally do. This is what happened to Ellison, he was 
coerced into being a part of the Hatfield posse that went to the McCoy cabin that day as 
well as being coerced into a confession by other members of the family, thinking that 
they would be easier on Ellison due to his mental instability. However things went very 
differently. Ellison was sentenced to death and was hung in front of the whole town as a 
spectacle. Just imagine people from all over the county and even as far away as 
Virginia and West Virginia coming to see you put to death. People yelling mean and 
hateful things at you while you are taking your final breaths before going to meet your 
maker. This is what happened to Ellison as he was being led to the gallows. 
 

Some really disturbing facts about the hanging of Cotton Top was that on the 
very site where this bear is located, use to be the old jail. Ellison could look out his 
window everyday and watch them digging the grave in which he would be placed. 
Which by the way is unmarked to this day and is located on the hill just behind Myers 
Towers but is not located in the Pikeville City Cemetery which is a little further up on the 



hill. Cotton Top was also made to ride his own coffin to his very public hanging bringing 
even more disgrace upon him and the crime he had been convicted of. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
7. Octavia Hatcher Burial Site/Pikeville Court House-Point to Location 
 
 
Pikeville also has an Urban legend that actually ties into our Paranormal Investigation at 
the Expo Center.  



In 1889, James  and Octavia Hatcher were married. Their marriage would be 
tragically brief and produce only one son, Jacob, who died shortly after he was born. 
The infant mortality rate in the 1890’s was much higher than today’s numbers. During 
the 1800’s, children often died of one illness or another before the age of 10. There 
were few vaccines and medications for treatment, and illnesses that are minor 
nuisances today were then fatal. One of such illnesses took the life of young Jacob 
Hatcher. 

The baby’s death lead to a depression and illness that would soon end Octavia’s own 

life. Jacob died in January 1891. Octavia took to her bed, likely suffering from 

depression. She grew ill over the next few months, slipping into a coma from which she 

could not be awakened. She was pronounced dead of unknown causes on May 2nd, 

1891. That spring was unusually hot, and as embalming was not yet common practice, 

no time was wasted in burying Octavia. Funeral services were conducted and her body 

was laid to rest.  

Several days later, others began exhibiting similar symptoms to Octavia’s. The bite of 

a certain fly, now known as the tsetse fly, brought a sleeping sickness from which others 

began to awaken after a time. Hatcher and his family began to worry if Octavia might 

have succumbed to this illness. Her breathing had been shallow enough in her 

comatose state for doctors to believe she had passed, but in actuality, she had been 

buried alive. 

Hatcher secured an emergency exhumation and uncovered a horrific sight with the 

raising of the coffin. The casket Octavia had been buried in had not been airtight. She 

had awoken from her sleep to find herself trapped beneath the ground. In a panic, she 

had torn the lining on the lid of her coffin. Her nails were bloody and her face was 

contorted in terror, scratched in her frenzy to escape from her grave. But by this time, 

she really was dead. 

Her body was reburied, but James was never the same. He had a life-size, lifelike 

monument to Octavia erected over her grave. In one arm, the statue held a baby, 

representative of Jacob. He built the Hatcher Hotel at such an angle that he could look 

up to the cemetery at his young wife and she could symbolically look down on him. 



The legend was born with the statue’s completion. Vandals invaded the Hatcher 

cemetery plot and broke the arm holding the baby from the monument. Now the infant 

lies on the ground at Jacob’s grave, near the foot of his mother. But the stories do not 

stop there. In the 1990’s, the Hatcher family erected a fence around the plot, an attempt 

to keep future vandalism from occurring. The statue was placed on a new marble base 

so it would be less accessible. 

Pikeville residents who live near the Hatcher plot reported hearing the sounds of a 

kitten crying coming from the area. The sound stopped when they approached the plot 

to investigate. Others said they could hear a woman crying coming from the same area. 

The most common story concerning Octavia says that on the anniversary of her death, 

the statue will turn away and face the opposite direction. 

Whether such activities are the doings of vengeful spirits or harmless pranksters is for 

you to decide. How this all ties to the Expo Center is that as we learned earlier the 

Hatcher Hotel was located in front of where the Expo Center is located now. What most 

don’t know is that Mr. Hatcher in his grief tried everything to comfort himself and talk to 

his beloved Octavia once again, even going as far as holding sayances in a far back 

isolated corner of the lobby. He participated in these for the rest of his days until he was 

reunited with his beloved in the afterlife.  

During present day the Expo Center is actually haunted by both spirits of the past 
as well as more current ones. I actually have a video to show you of one of the ball 
rooms on the second floor where old timey gospel music is playing and a horrendous 
singer is singing as loudly as he can!  

● Show Video 
 
 A man was also killed during the building of the Expo center and is believed to 

have fallen into the concrete and as many of you know once you fall into a concrete 
pillar that is being poured there is no way to save you or get you back out. This as well 
may be a contributing factor to some of the odd things that happen in the Expo Center 
when there are very few people in there. People and performers that are have access to 
the backstage area have reported a strange feeling of being watched or followed, also 
stuff being moved from one location to another. 

 



 
 
** Now even though we have not visited all of these places directly tonight, you 

are more than welcome to visit any of these locations on your own. You can ask anyone 
working in the tourism office how to visit these exact locations. ** 

 
*****Walk Participants Down To Expo Center To Start Paranormal 

Investigation.******* 
 

  

  
 
 
 


